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A Soldier from the 1-149th Infantry
Battalion participates in sniper

training during the North Wind
training exercise in Sapparo, Japan
Feb. 28 to March 14.

Photo coutesy of 70th Mobile Mublic Affairs Delachment/ MOARNG
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Soldiers and Airmen of the
Kentucky National Guard practice
for their duties as the Winner’s
Circle security contingent at
Churchill Downs for the Kentucky
Oaks and Derby horse races May
1.
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State PAO: Welcome to ‘New Media’

By Lt. Col. Kirk Hilbrecht
Director, Public Affairs Office

Hello Soldiers and Airmen of the Kentucky National
Guard! 1 am your newest Director of Public Affairs
and am humbled to serve you and your units in this
capacity.

The joint public affairs team will continue to be your
“voice” in print, broadcast and web.

Who are we?

We are the 133™ Mobile Public Affairs Detachment,
the 123 Airlift Wing Public Affairs/
Visual Information shop, the Joint Force
Headquarters Public Affairs Office,
the Army VI shop and the Unit Public
Affairs Representatives throughout the
Commonwealth.

Your PA team will continue to
fulfill the Kentucky National Guard’s
obligation to keep the citizens of the
Commonwealth and the National Guard
readily informed. We will collectively
help establish the conditions that lead
to confidence in Kentucky’s Guard and
its rcadiness to conduct operations in
peacetime, conflict and war.

The way we communicate has changed.

When Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates tapped Price
Floyd to run the Defense Department’s public affairs
operation, he gave him two basic orders: Improve the
way the department communicates, especially to young
people, and solicit feedback 1n the process.

So, one week into the job, Floyd took a fresh look at
traditional public affairs and strategic communications
with an eye toward making them more responsive,
relevant, inclusive and transparent. A strategy known
as “‘social media.”

What is social media?

Social media is a term that encompasses the platforms
of new media, but also includes networks like Facebook,
Myspace, Twitter and other media typically thought of
as social networking.

Media is a channel of communication, like broadcast
TV, radio or print. Social media would therefore be a
social channel of communication.

This includes websites that interact with you while
displaying information. This interaction can range from
filling out an online survey or posting pictures and video
on Youtube.

How does social media impact me?

Social media, as a channel and method of
communication, is here to stay. It’s been predicted
that specific genres of social media
may come and go, but the underlying
properties are here for good. Social
networking sites may be an ongoing
fad, but new forms of technology will
continue to leverage social networking
as we go forward.

How is the military embracing social
media?

Army Public Affairs Chief Maj. Gen
Kevin J. Bergner opened the 2009
Worldwide Public Affairs Symposium
with the following statement:

“There 1s an opportunity to exchange
information and ideas with your fellow professionals
on current media trends, social media and information
engagement,” Bergner told his public affairs operators.
“Our goal is that you come away better prepared to
renew your public affairs efforts on behalf of the greatest
Soldiers, Airmen and Families in the world.”

FIN

I'm excited about what the future holds for our
organization and Guardsmen. We're constantly
evolving, growing and learning. We are improving
our systems, our methods and ourselves. We
communicate with each other in data streams,
kilobytes and megapixels.

Social media defines the way the world now
communicates. Your joint public affairs team will use
this channel to be your “voice” and vehicle to continue
to herald your “Unbridled Service.”



. Co.

AGE: 2 s
POSITION Equapment Superwsor
UNIT: 821st Horlzontal Englneer

- LOCATION Summersv:ile WVa
HOMETOWN: Flatwoods, W.Va. -
YEARS OF SERVICE 9years

Story and photo by Sgt 1st Class Clmt Wood
133rd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment e
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Story and photos by Maj. Dale G 2E
123rd Airtift Wing Public Affairs
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said Lt
commander for the
The Guardsmen flew more than 1,500 combat
sorties during “the deployment, delivering
approximately 6,000 tons of -cargo to forward
operating bases or airdropping vital equipment and
supplies to U.S. and coalition forces on the ground:
“You name it, and we hauled it,” Heiniger
said. “Everything from howitzers, Strikers
Q hitp:/ fwwwdmaky.gov
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30, Hemlger explamcd The procedure
requires perfect execution to avoid a mishap
and ensure precise delivery to frnendly forces.
Another unique mission involved the transportation of
a United Nations employee who had been held hostage
by a terrorist organization in Pakistan for two months.
*We got diplomatic clearance and approach plates
to fly int6é a Pakistan air field, picked up the hostage,
and flew him back as the acromeds provided necessary




medical care,” Heiniger said. “He was home on Mountain peaks, so airdrop often is the only way
U.S.-controlled soil less than six hours after we were 10 deliver food, supplies and equipment effectively.

first notified of the mission.” “Overall, I'm very pleased with

A 25-year veteran of C-130 our mission performance. We
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Bosnia and Irag, Heiniger ready and we put our folks into

described 'the. Afghanistan positions in which we knew they

dfplﬂ}" ment ag.“fhe mostintense would EKCEI They maximized

operational environment I've every mission every time, despite a

ever seen in the'military,” with difficult operational environment."

a 24-hour-a-day ops tempo Col. Greg Nelson, commander

that demands the hlghebt of the 123rd Airlift Wing,

levels -of. military readiness. echoed = - those sentiments,

T, 0d wolln of : “The accomplishments ol our

the Kentucky Air National 3 _ deployed Airmen ovgethe past two

Guard did not disappoint. months démonstrate’a tremendous

The unit’s C-130 aircraft . . amount of exceptignal work
maiftaideda Fn€afly [perfect Y - under very austere conditions,”

mission-capable rateat all tifes, . -y “also demonstrate

Heiniger said, never missing “‘?Ia whatever

a single planned sortie due to = = = d. 1 “our-—nation’s

| fmmntm‘mnc& issues despite [ oty e gt P e e ACTENERS m'm eploy at any time,

© achallenging opemmfm: E:,m,:ﬁmrmm to_any place ~ and to perform

=0 T : umz with a level 6f excellence that is

P = Uw the U.S. military.”
gEe Tl'ﬁSIatﬂst Mission m. e 123rd Airlift Wing's

L g e : e said Eccgnd’ maJ deployment! to Afgfl,amstan since
el Wé% cel ﬂ‘ﬁm:* “went aﬁqve jand 2007 apd s yBurthy ¥ 00§ T 5 0
% be. ond - what s | ;ﬁmﬁally ﬂremn‘?ed‘?m mrmre Ea'g* d*"ﬁ’”ﬁm oy

» g a't know M thf man slepr because Arabia and thE United
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had the opportunity to have worked with him,” 10,000 members of ——————

The mission was rewarding in other ways, too, he Kentucky Army iy watkins walts at the Kenucky Ai

: . } oy y and.—Alr. - MNational® Guard Bass Fuel Cell Hangar for her
not the least of which was the satisfaction that came father's retum from Alghanistan May 16

from making a tangible contribution to the wareffort, Guard have deployed g can watkins, a piot, was among

“We provided an essential lifeline to many of Worldwide in the morethan 200 mambors of o 123 A
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Multi-million dollar check
presented to KYNG

LONDON, KY. -- Adjutant General Edward W.
Tonini accepts a check for $3.6 million from United
States Senator Mitch McConnell in a ceremony at
the Kentucky National Guard’s new Joint Readiness
Center in London. The money will fund the
Kentucky National Guard’s counterdrug program.
McConnell, a long-time supporter of the program,
was the guest of honer at the dedication of phase two
of construction at the readiness center.

‘..‘.m&_'ra-aﬁ.vfi&-"a(‘”ww% :

1 3 http:/ /www.dma.ky.gov




Mo by St Walker Cusr WAGIT

By 1st Lt. Andi Hahn

Asslstant Editor

Sgt. 1" Class Jeremy S. Emerson from Kentucky
National Guard’s Joint Force Headquarters received
two unit and two individual supply excellence awards
May 11 at the J4 Logistics Conference in Greenville,
Ky. The awards were presented by then Chief of Staff,
Col. Ron Turner, and honored Emerson’s hard work
during the Chief of Staff Army Supply Excellence
Award Competition.

During the competition evaluation, Emerson
received a coin from the Supply Excellence Award
Team. Winning the Region Il level eamed him a national
nommation where he competed against six other regions
to see who would become the overall Army National
Guard winner in the TDA Small Level Category. Even
though Emerson did not win the overall Army National
Guard Award for his category, he still goes home with
the following awards: Supply Excellence Unit Awar
State Winner. Supply Excellence Unit Award Region
11l Winner, Supply Excellence Individual Award State
Winner and Supply Excellence Individual Award
Region [l Winner.
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Kentucks
Trifecta

Three units in three

months deploy in support
of OIF and OEF

By 1st Lt. Andi Hahn
Assistant Editor

Approximately 167 Soldiers from the Kentucky Army National Guard’s 299th and 301st Chemical
Companies were honored departnre ceremonies in Maysville and Morehead, Ky., May 3. The primary
‘mission for both umis is o eonduct base secnrity operations in lraq.

he Kentucky National ‘
Guard has been busy deploying troops to Iraq and Afghanistan in support of the Global War on Terror,
hosting three departure ceremonies in the past three months around the Commonwealth.
Mason County High School and Rowan County High School in Maysville and Morehead, Ky.,
respectively, hosted two departure ceremonies May 3 for approximately 167 Soldiers from the 299" and 301*
Chemical Companies. The companies will conduct base security operations in Iraq during a year-long tour. While
this is the first deployment for both units, a large number of their Soldiers have deployed previously with other
Kentucky National Guard units.
The Kentucky Agribusiness Development Team held their departure ceremony at Kentucky State University
July 6. The ADT, comprised of 64 Soldiers and Airmen from several different units across the Commonwealth, will
teach and provide Afghanis the tools to improve their chances at feeding their Families. The years of constant war
have ravaged the country and made raising a family almost impossible. By teaching Afghani farmers how to be self
sufficient and provide sustainable methods to meet that end, they will be able to
feed their families and have enough surplus to market.
Since Sept. 11, 2001 more than 10,000 Kentucky National Guard Soldiers and
Airmen have deployed in support of the Global War on Terror.

<« Soldiers from the Kentucky
Army National Gnard’s 299th
and 30 1stChemical Companies §
were honored by Maj. Gen,
Edward W. Yonini, Kentueky’s
Adjutant General, and their
eommanders during departure
ceremonies in Maysville and |
Morehead, Ky, May 3. The |
primary mission for both units :
will be to conduet base security
operalions in [raq.

Soldiers from the Kenlucky
Agribusiness  development
Team bow their heads in
prayer during a departure
eeremony July 6 at Kentucky
State University. >

Phato by 1st Lt Andi Mahn,/KYARNG

15 hitp:/ www.dmoky.gov PRoto by Stall St. Fred Varney/KYARNG



Yellow Ribbon

Organization helps Soldiers and their

Families adjust after deployments

Story and Photos by Spc. Michael Pfaff
133rd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

oldiers from the 223 Military Police Co.

participated in the Yellow Ribbon Program in

April after returning home from Iraq earlier
this year.

The nationwide Yellow Ribbon Program, sponsored
by the National Guard Bureau and designed to assist with
returning deployment reintegration, is still in its infancy,
just being passed into law by Congress in 2008. However,
the program has made great strides in developing a

said. “When Soldiers come back from deployment, the
Family members are going to see these signs and symptoms.
[t’s important that they familiarize with signs the Soldier
might demonstrate. If the Soldier doesn’t seek help, the
family member might,” he said.

Nicole Wise drove up from Bowing Green, Ky., with

sound strategy for giving
Soldiers extra support [
after returning home from
a combat zone.

“This 1s especially
true for National Guard
Soldiers who are not just
going back to an Army
base, but are going back to
their Families and civilian
life,” said Njaga Jagne,
a yellow ribbon support
specialist.

“There’s a period of [
adjustment when these
Soldiers return. We have
this training in hopes that

get back,” Jagne said.

The training is designed around a flexible schedule that
1s intended to provide different training at three periods of
time: 30, 60, and 90-days after the service members have
returned. Each training period serves a specific purpose.
This weekend, the 223 is conducting its 60-day training.

Unlike a normal drill weekend, this one won’t be spent
in ACUs at an armory or out in the field. The military
policemen, accompanied by their Families, have been
invited to stay at the Crowne Plaza, an upscale hotel in
Louisville, Ky.

“The Family members deal with these issues too,” Jagne

her children to spend the
| weekend with her husband,
Spc. Brian Wise from
223", She laments that her
understanding of what her
husband experienced up
until now was limited.
“Before, when he said
he was going to drill, 1
didn’t really know what
that consisted of,” she
| said. “But now I'm like
| ok this is what it’s like.” |
get to see things he’s going
through and it makes us
closer as a family,” Wise

. . Yellow Ribbon team members and supporters work with returning units and provide rescurces and said.
1t n“ght hﬁlp after they training 10 reintegrate combat velerans with (heir families and civilian lives, The 223rd Miliary
Police Co. received this special trainung in April of ihis year.

Jagne explained this
weekend’s training 1sn’t
all that the Yellow Ribbon Program is attempting to provide
for returning veterans. In addition, the team members work
with local organizations to provide as many benefits to
Soldiers as possible. Ultimatey, he said, community support
is integral to making sure combat veterans are looked after.

Barbara Fallis, another Yellow Ribbon team member, said
their purpose is to reach whoever is in need at that point.

“If they don’t feel the need today, then hopefully we’ve
planted seeds on how to reach help and it comes back to
them when they need it,” said Fallis.
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AROUND KENTUCKY

! eBes ear signs Rnouse Bl autnorizing Kentucky

aticnal Guarasmen 1o retain

percent of thew military pay l.ll'll']g re a atcn gerod |

|mured on state active duty. Participating in the historic signing is (lefl to right) Lt. Ccl. William Denny, Capt Latonia Trowell, Master Sgt. Janet Timberlake,
Pfc. Mark Bell, Sgt. 1°' Class Vincent Louis, Maj. Gen. Edward W. Tonini, Rep. Tanya Pullin, retired Col. Mike Jones, Col. Steven Bullard and State
Command Sgt Maj. Greg Armstrong. Piclured in the front with Beshear is Rep. Charles Siler, sponsor of House Bill 541.

Gov. signs new bill for Guardsmen after ice storm

By 1st Lt. Andi Hahn
Assistant Editor

Gov. Steve Beshear was joined at the Capitol March
25 by members of the General Assembly as he signed into
law a series of bills that will affect members of the Kentucky
National Guard, military affairs employees and their families.

“The men and women who serve in our military and
their Families make tremendous sacrifices to ensure that all
of us can be safe and free,” Beshear said. “We will never be
able to fully repay that debt, but sometimes we can change the
laws to lessen the hardships that military service sometimes
creates. During this session we made such changes and |
am pleased to sign these bills today.”

[ncluded in the bills signed was House Bill 541,
sponsored by Rep. Charles Siler, which authorizes the
Governor to retain on state active duty through their
rehabilitation period Kentucky National Guard Soldiers and
Airmen who suffered missed-time injuries or ilinesses in the
performance of state active duty service during the 2009
winter storm relief mission.

This legislation allows these Guardsmen to retain 100
percent of their military pay during their rehabilitation period,
less workers' compensation pay benefits, affording them
the same benefit they would have received if the injury or
illness occurred on federal military duty. Without this change
in law, under existing workers’ compensation statutes, these

17 http:/ /www.dmaky.gov

Soldiers would have only received two-thirds of their state
active duty salary up to a maximum benefit of $694 a
week,

Maj. Gen. Edward W. Tonini, adjutant general of
Kentucky, said they have to find a way to have equality
for all Soldiers injured in the line of duty regardless of the
status they are in.

“We asked Soldiers to do a job, put them in harms
way, and based on whatever status they are in [active duty
or temporary orders], they are treated differently,” Tonini
said. “That is not how we, as leaders in the military, ought
fo let things happen.”

Tonini said that the ice storm that hit Kentucky
in January and February, showed this is a short-coming
nationally.

“As good as the legislation is that we just passed in
Kentucky, it's only a band-aid that addresses the Soldiers
hurt during temporary state active duty,” said Tonini. “Iit's
extraordinary to report to them [the Soldiers] and their
Families, but the reality is that it's a national problem.”

Tonini, along with Congressman Rogers and a
coalition of governors and other state adjutant generals,
are putting together a strategy to change the law in other
states and help Soldiers across the nation get the same
treatment.
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THE BLUEGRASS GUARD

Kentucky National G

Platoon, 301st Chemgits " _
The soldiers are cofiGitictin it place” training with tne unit from the Washlngton
they will soon replace. U'SSl#Y photo by Spc. Michelle Gonzalez.




